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Englifh Divine, wo, tho’ a Diffrter, 
hasa General Refpeét and Deieience 
paid to his Learni:g and Charatter bv Men 
of Learning imthe Church; ! mean, Mr.Da- 
wid Clarkjon, Tutor to Dr. Tillofon, the late 
Excellenc Archbilhop of Canterbury, left be- 
hind him a fmail Book published after his 
Death, entitled, A Difcourfe of Liturgies. 
In the 24 or 3d Pages of tnis Book, as he 
wasa fair but terrible Adverfary, . he Fences 
againit rhe Cavil he expeéted, by a Provifo 
-tu this Purpofe ; for 1 du not quote them 
literally, having not the Book with me; “tc 
ig not the ultdy or not fing of Litturgies 


[es a Reverend-and Learned 


s in the Primitive Church that is the Que-. 


“ ftions I know there were Liturgies uled 
“in the feverak Churches in fome earlier 
*¢ Days of Religion: Buc “cis the impofing 
“ theie Licurgies, aad a fritt literal Con- 
« formity to them, as Terms of Communi- 
“ on, which is the thing I deny. 

In an{wer to this little Traét, Dr. Comber, 


then Precentor of York,prints a large Traét of 
three times the Bulk, wherein he takes a. 
great deal of Learned Pains to rummage. 
Antiquity, and prove, That Liturgies were 
in Ule in the Primitive Church, which 
Mr. Clarkfon never denied; and this, with. 
fome harfh Reproaches on the Deceafed, as 
to Tranflation, and rendring his Quotations, 
he calls an Aniwer to Mr. Clarkfon. 

That I may not be anfwered here, that 
in the prefent.Cafe, I have granted for the 
fake of Argument, what neverthele(s I never 
faw prov'd, viz. That the Civil Authority of 
a Nation has really Power to oblige us to 
indifferent things in the Worlhip of God, 
and by their Sanétion to make them ab{ss 
lutely neceffary, 

May it picafe your Lordfhips and Re- 
verend Fathers of the Convocation, to ak 
low'me what, as /moted, was pever moved 
before, viz- to examine, 

1. Is there any neceflity for the impofing 
thefe indifferent things ? Has not then thar 

9 V Cin 


maid 


‘Civit Aothority iacur’d a Guilt, when im- 

fing by its Power what is not necef- 
aE to be impofed, it has err'd in Judg- 
ment, and commanded that which it ought 
not to-have commanded ? things indifferent 
in their nature, become not indifferent when 
any Circumftances of Publick Injury renders 
the impofiog them to be dangerous to the 
Peace and Welfare of the Publick ; and in 
this Cafe, tho’ the Civil Magiftrate had a 
General Power to impofe things really in- 
different, yet as the Civil Power is really 
fubordinate to the Great End of Power, 
the Publick Good ; fo when the Publick 
Injury is apparently the Relative to this, 
Antecedent, the Right that Power had to 
this impofing Article ceafes. 

Power may be faid not to be able to do 
what it cannot legally do, becaufe Juftice is 
the End of Power. Now the Civil Power 
is the Guardian of the Publick Peace, and 
it cannot juftly be faid to do any thing de- 
ftru€tive to that Peace, and in that Senfe 
really had no Right todo it. Nowit is appa- 
rently prejudicial to that Peace, to impofe 
Terms of Comwunion, which are in them- 
felves indifferent, any farsker than as that 
Power pretends to make them necefjary, be- 
canfe this tends to Divifion of the Charch, 
into Parties, Sets, and Opinions differing 
in Principles, and too much in Charity. 

In tMs refpe& I think the matters thus to 
be Imppufed, ceafe to be indifferent, tho’ 
they might otherwife be fo in themfelves. 

’ And this is otherwife farther confirmed 
by that Doétrine of Fendernefs and Charity, 
by which we are commanded to avuid even 
lawful things, rather than-to make our 
weak Brother to offend s and the Apofttc’s 
Declarat‘on about his eating Flefh, is a very 
remarkable Ioftance of it. 

If thee it be not lawful for us to do ever 
enes indifferent and lawful in themfelves, 

it may endanger, making our weaker 
Brothe: to gitend 3 ia that Cafe indifferent 
things become tio longer indifferent, the 
Power to impale them, as fuch, ceates; thy 
become as things Circumttantially forbidden 
and ‘unlawful, che Civil Magiftrate has no- 
thing to du to inrpofe then, and che Con- 
fcience is left entirely free ; for as it would 
be fintul in the Mat to comply, whofe 
Confcience agrees not either with the Ching 
or with the Ordinance, as they call it, of 
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Civil Power impofing, and yet the Civil 
Magiftrate have Power to impofe it 


it would be finful to oppofe the lawful Aue 
thority, and yet be finful to comply with is; 


the Man muft then be under a neteflity of 
finning one way or another ; A fatal Circum- 
flahce,-which no Human Power can juftify 
bringing any body under. = 

In this Cafe therefore I humbly refer it 
to Confideration, whether there is not, or 
may not bea Time when the Civil Power 
ought not to impofe things othewife indffe- 
rent in themfelves, as Terins of Communi- 
on; and whether inftead of thofe things 
becomming neceffary by the Sanétion of the 
Civil Authority, they did not ceafe to be 
indifferent before, and fo out of the Power 
of Civil Authority ? 


I know and ealily forefee aCavil may be | 


raifed here, that this isno Objeftion againft 
the Civil Power, having a Right tu impofe 
indifferent things; but an Enquiry, whether 
thefe things were indifferent or no? 

To this 1 anfwer, Iam content it fhall 
renmiain fo, and then is muff be allowed, that 
when any indifferent thing will fhock the 
Confcience of o terder Chriftian, it cea- 
fes to be indifferent, and humane Power 
has no more Right to impofe it ; and let 
them grant me which of thefe two Parts 
they pleafe, "tis the fame thing ; for either 
way the Civil Authority has ho Right to 
exclude us the Coinmunion of the Charch 
upon impofed Terms, the Matters foimpu- 
fed being owa’d by them to be indifferent in 
themfetres. 

And thus, my Lords, I bring it to my 
Enquiry, Whether the excluding the Diffen- 
ters fecmth: Commanion with the Chi rch, 
becaufe they cannot comply with things in- 


different, be 4 NECESSARY IM! OSIIION § 


and pardun me, my Lords, if this linpofiticn 
be not prov'd néceffary, I donbe very much 
how it can be proved Lawful, fince all the 
Power the Civil Authority can have to make 
indifferent things neceffary, muft be cone 
fin’d to the Good of the Church; elfe 
fuch things by the fame Authority might 
be impofed, which might in time tend to 
the Overthow and Deftruétion of cha Church: 
the Power willim this Cafe at leat ixreafon 
depend entirely upon the meceffity, which I 
am an humble Petitioner to your Reyerend 
Aifembly may be duly con%der’d. 


a cannot.imagine fo meanly of the Re- 
verend Clergy of the Church of England, 


fiow Affembled in Convocation, that they 
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_-remonies in the Church of England (agrecable - 


~ 


would iniift upon Impoiing any thing upon 
their Diffenting Brethren, which is not ab- 
fulutely nec: ffary to be impos’d 3 this would 


_be.a Scandal upon their Chari'y, as well as 


‘wpon their Honefty ; both which I hope 
they will be Concern’d to Vindicare. 

If it thall bealledg’d here, che Necefi- 
tyof this is Contain’d in the A& of Unj- 


 formity; the Preamble to which, juftifies 


4 


it {elf as follows : 


WHEREAS, in she firft rear of the 
late Queen Blizabeth, there was one Uniform 
Order of Common Service and Prayer, and of tbe 
Adminiftration of Sacraments, Rites and Ce- 


to the Word of God, and ufage of the Pri- 


mitive Ckurch) compiled ty the Reverend. 


Bifbops and Clergy, jet forth im one Book, 
Entitled, The Bouk of Common Prayer, 
and Adminiftration of Sacraments, and o- 
ther Rites and C+remonies in the Church 
of ENGLAND, and enjoyned to be ufed bf 
AS of Parliament, bolden in the faid firft year 
of the faid late Queen, Entitled, An Att for 
the Uniformity of Common Prayer , and 
Service in the Church, and Adminiftrati- 
on of the Sacraments, very comfortable to 
a¥ good People, defirous to live is Chriftian 
Converfation, and moft profitable to the Eftate 
of this Realm, upon the which the Mercy, Fa- 
vour and Bleffing of Almighty God, is in'no 
wife fe readily and A 

Common-Prayers, due ufing of the Sacraments, 
dnd often Preaching of the Gofpel, with De- 
wotion of the Hearers: And yet this notwith- 
flanding a great number of People in divers 
parts ay chis Realm, following their own Sen~ 
fualisy, and living without knowledge and 
due fear of God, do willfully and Sckifmasi- 
cally abftain and refufe to come to sheir Pa- 
rifo-Churckes, and other Publick places, where 
Common Prayer, Advainiftration of the S2cra- 
shents, end Preaching of tbe Word of God, 
are usd upon the Sundays and other days, or- 
dained and appointed to be kept and obferved as 
Holy-days s And whereas by she great and fcan- 
dulows negled of Minifters in the aid Order, 
or’ Liturgy, Jo fet forth: and enjoined, as a= 


ully poured, as by. 


forefaid, great Mifcbiefs and Incomventenctex: 
se ie pes, if Ps unbappy roe 
have arifen and grown; and many People bave 


been led into Fa&ions , and Schi ms, to the 


reat decay and feandal of the Reformed Relis 
gion of the Church of England, and ai 
azard of many Souls. 


For God’s fake, my Lords and Fathers of 
the Church, let ws Exaifiiné our {elves for 
the Neceflity of Literal Impofitions here, 
and+ not go back to Ages paft for Rea- 
fons ;-if their Reafons are good now, 
they will bear the Teft, let‘them be Bx- 
amined ; ‘tis not enough for us to fay, Our 
Fathers had good Reafon for what they did} 
the A ions of Our Fathers want frequent 
Additions, Explications, and Emendations, 
and fometimes by Circumftances become 
very Uhneceffary and Inconvenient, require 
to be Revifed and Repealed; they! grow 
Old and out of Date, and what. was réafo- 
nable and neccflary forty Years ago, may 
be otherwife, nay, quite the contrary how 3. 
and what we donow, may fequire the like 
Regulations in forty Years more, and yét 
no Difaparagement to our Cafe, Integrity, 
or Capacity neither; Hunidrim eft Erfare, 
Parliaments , Convocations, and all forts 
of Affemblies, are fabje& to fail and be 
miftaken ; andif prefent time did not al- 
ways fee occafion to repeal, and reverie the 
Laws and Sentences of. the laft, there would 
need no fore Reprefentative, éither it 
Church or State. 

Let us therefore, my Lords, bring this 
Great Matter to the Teft; and no, Refieéti- 
on ypon the Age whertin this A& was made, 
the Humble Prayer of this Petition, is, That™ 
your Lordfhips would be Pleas’d fo Examine, 
ia your Reverend Affembly, who are tbe 
proper Fudges , Whether Our Fathers had 
a Neceffity, to make thefe Exclufive Laws, 
and to Impofe as neceffary theit Indifferent 
things, acknowledg’d to be fo, as Terms of 
Communion ? 

Nor is this al, but fuppofing they had, 
which neverthelefs I do mot grant; then this 
Addrefs’, is farther prefs’d to your Lord- 
fhips to examine, Whether that Neceffity 
dees yet continueor no? either of which 
will be the fame thing ; for if there either was 

not 
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fot a Neceffity, at the time of the Enaéting, 
or that Neceility does not yet remain; let 
which will happen to fallout, the Aét of 
Wuiformity Impoling fuch and fuch indiffe- 
rent things,as Terms of Communion, will 
appear. Scandalous to the Church, Injurious 
toche Publick Peace, and a Grievance to 
the whole Nation. ; 
If i: berequir’d here, what thall be Call’d 
a Neceifity ; I confefs, it requires a long 
Diftourfe ro afcertainthat, and I chofe ra- 
ther to Refer ito your Lordthips, and the 
reft of the Convocation,thaa to be very par- 
ticular wpon that Head ; but in general the 
Neceflicry muft he Confin’d to things ab/o- 
lutely fo, fuch as the Prefervation of the 
Church or Stace, the Maintaining the Chri- 
ftian Religion, or the Civil Government, 
there may be fome other things, which 
your Lordfhips may call Neceffities, which 
neverthelefs I fhall not eater into here, lea- 
ving the Determination of that to your 
felves; and fhould be Glad to fee any body 
Enumerate the Neceffity the Church had 
to make thefe Exclufive Laws,and how that 
Neceffiry ftill remains to continue them ia 
force, or make any Additions to chem, 
binding the heavy burthens of our An- 
teftors fafter upon the Backs of our Pofterity. 
Tf, inftead of any other Anfwer to this, 
{ thould be fo happy as to have Orders to 
prove, that neither our Fathers had, or we 
of this Age have any Colour or Pretence, 
for the Neceffity of thele things ; I fhould 
think my felf Honour’d to be Employ’d in 
fo ealie a Task, and would Undertake to 
prove, that inftead of this Pretended Ne- 
ceffity, there was a Neccflity, bad th:ir 
Eyes been Open to the general Good, either 
it Church or State, to have fet open the 
Doors of the Church, that‘all that could, 
might come ins that all the Scruples and 
Objedtions of People Tender in Cunfci- 
ence, and otherwife willing to have con- 
tinued in the Generil Uniog of the Church, 
fhoi'd have been farisr “d, by all the Ten- 
der Soit ways of Windne!s and Charity, and’ 
Souls. won over to tte Cbriltian Church, 
by Gentlenefs, Meeknefs and Love ; aad 
net hy Impoficion of Ceremonies, and 
Terms of Communion, contrary to the 
Laws of God, and the Intereft of the Na- 
tion, drive Thoufands from the Church, 


ee 


that would otherwife have continued : 


to it. 

I fhould then Enumerate the Mi 
ble Conlequence of thefe Impotitions, 
what this Nation has fuffer’d by them, 
in above forty Years time; and Pardon 
me if I fhall fay, 1 could Delcribe the 
Unhappy Confequences, which are yet like 
to attend this Nation , if this Breach be 


not heal’d by your Lordthips, and the Fa- 
thers Affembled with you; whofe Pro- — 
vince itis) whoare qualifi'd for this Work, 


and which, ’tisthe Humble Opinion of this — 


Poer Author, you caunot in Contcience omite 


Ate being Cry’d about 3 Eatitld 
my Lord H——/him’s Speech. Tne 


Author of this fignifies tuthe World,that 


the Headscf that Paper (with all due Re- 
fpeét to his Lordihipif ic be his) will come 
under fome Contideration, in the next Re- 
view, as a Digreffion; the Schemeof the 
Review being laid before, for the very Sub. 
poet there Propos’d, 
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ADVERTISEMENT 5S. 
Lately Publiih’d, 

AN Effay at the Mechanifm of the Macro- 

cofm : Or the Dependance of Etfedts up= 
on their Cauies. Ina New Hypotnefis, Ac- 
commodated to our Modern and Experimen- 
tal Philofophy. In which are folved feveral 
Phenomena, hitherto unaccounted fur; as the 
Caule of Graviration. Motion, Refieition, &C. 
With a Method propofed to find our the Ex- 
ad Rate that a Ship runs, and confequently 
the Longitude at Sea. Lonfon, Printed for 
Feffery Wale, at the Angel in St. Paul’s churche 
Yard. 1705. 

Lately Publim’d, 

THE Frauds and Villanics of the Prefent 

Practice of Phyfick, and the Rational 
and Sincere Practice Compar’d. With a New 
Philofophy of the Principles of the Air, the 
necelfary and yreateft Nutriment of the Blood 
and.Spirits ; of the Prineiples of. all Animals 
and Veg:tables fupported. by many Obferya- 
tions and Experiments; of the Preparatiuns 
by Diftillation and Infufion, :ad the different 
Ules of them in all Difeafs By R. Pitt, M.D 
Fellow of the Callege of Phyficians, and the 
Royal Society, ant Phyfician of St. Burtholo~ 
mem’s Flotpital. Sold by Fdrward Bremfter, at 
theGrane in St. Puu’s Church-yard, 1705. 
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